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ci z' cunstances, sonebody is willing to take that genalty,
willing to take that penalty and retire early. ol
woul d oppose the notion to zeturn

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Vard Johnson

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: M. Speaker and menbers of the body

| am sonewhat synpathetic to the points made by Senator

Fowl er and that is that the reduction of the voluntary
retirement age fromsixty to fifty-five will not cost

the state any additional dollars, that there are sone

humani tari an reasons for permtting individuals to re-

tire at age fifty-five and be able to take the retire-

nent pay. On the other hand, the thing that has dis-

turbed ne about our public pension progzans is that they
are constructed in such a fashion as to permt a nunber

of enployees to avail themsel ves of several different

ki nds of "retlrenment benefits at a great cost to you and

| as a taxpayer. |f a state enployee may retlre at age
fifty-five and receive retirenment pay, that state enployee
may then spend ten years working at a Job, acquire forty
quarters of social security, then retire froma socia
security program | should say gust plain "retire", and
begin to draw the m ni mum soclal security benefits which

my recollection are is |like 4187 a nonth right now. Those
are the minimum benefits which incidentally one obtains

by I believe having contrlbuted $50 a quarter for forty
quarters. And as you and | well know in the public enploy-
ment systems in our country today, we have built in a device
that pernmits a nunber of public enployees to participate
intw if not three difierent retirenent prograns and that
participation 1n those prograns ends up costing us, the
taxpayer, a lot of dollars. Thez'e are many public enpl oyees
today who recelve nore noney in a retired state than they
earned, than they actually earned. Now that is not a Nebraska
enpl oyee. | am not saying that 1s one of our state enpl oyees
On the other hand, if we pernmit the reduction of the retire-
ment age for the good humanitarian grounds that Senator

Fow er pointed out, and | agree with those grounds, we then
al so set up the possibility of a nunber of our personne
retiring at age 55, then golng right back into the |abor
force, which 1s their | egal prerogative, which they can
certainly do, getting ten years of work time, and then

pi cking up the social security benefit. | support the
amendment.

PRESIDENT: Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR PI RSCH: Thank you, M. President, menbers of the
body. Senator Johnson nmakes a very good point and | have



